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WITH FRANCE, ENGLAND WAS AGAIN THROWN IN= 
TO CONFLICT. THE NOBLE HOUSES OF- YORK AND 
LANCASTER CLASHED_IN A BLOODY WAR FOR THE 
ENGLISH CROWN... A STRUGGLE THAT OIVIDED THE! 
ENGLISH PEOPLE FOR THIRTY YEARS., 


Il WAS DURING THESE TROUBLED TIMES THAT A 


HII. HOWEVER, IN HIS GREED AND SCHEMING. HE" 
DID NOT PLAN ON TWO YOUNG HEARTS 
OPPOSING HIM. 


HERE IS THE STORY OF YOUNG DICK SHELTON, 
WHOSE DESTINY WAS STRANGELY OEPENDENT | 


ON THE STING OF A DEACLY BLACK ARROW! 


ors i 
RIDE BEFORE CURFEW! 


MY GUARDIAN.SIR DANIEL, 
HO 


1 
MORE MEN! TRULY WOKS 


ws 


He 
MOAT- HOUSE WHILE 
IM AWAY, ° 


w 
1; 


Ber 


BUT, As 


if 


A BLACK 
ARROW! 


[ OL APPLEYARD WAS VE WHAT! ve'D ROS 


ig/ THE LEAST We THE ROGUE HAS: 
« met YF PROBABLY SLIPPED My | A FRUGAL ONE. HE THE MAN'S HOUSE 
SHOULD HAVE THREE- JL WHILE WIS BODY 


HIS POOR AWAY, BUT KEEP A 
BODY INTO THE /} SHARP WATCH ON jM | SCORE POUNDS OR Ze STILL REMAINS TO J 
House! THE FOREST, MORE PUT BY. WHEN 
MASTER DICK! YE_LOSE A FRIEND, 
“TIS CONSOLATION 
7O BE HEIR TO 
Him! 


BUT STILL HE... ¥ ‘TIS THE APPLEYARO! 
y 7 WHo DID THis, 
OOM soncone | Sie, J By Sree) AemSin , 
come? otiver! AMENOS- ALLL 


METHINKS “TWOULD BE WE'D BEST GET BACK TO 
TOWN. WITH THE ARCHER 


ANO WHO MIGHT 
BE THIS JOHN | ELLIS OUCKWORTH. HE 
AMENOS-ALL,DO/ BEARS SIR DANIEL AND QEAD, YOU'LL HAVE TO 
Ye THINK? HIS MEN & GRUDGE REMAIN, HATCH, TO GUARD. 
FOR THE BURNING OF (THE MOAT- HOUSE. THINK: 
‘GRIMSTONE! A | ‘you THAT RICHARD 
COULD BE TRUSTED 
TO LEAD THE MEN TO. 
SIR DANIEL AT. 
KETTLEYP 


/ HERE, YOU REAO THE 
LIBEL. GOOD MASTER 
RICHARD. THE LIGHT 
IS POOR AND MY 
BYES ARE OLD 


THE MAN'S MISTAKEN! 
I HAO NAUGHT TO CO 
WITH SIR KARRY'S 
DEATH I TELL YOU! 


SIR OLIVER! ARE YE ALTOGETHER 
A FOOL? THE LAD KNOWS NOTHING 
OF HIS FATHER'S MURDER! KE WAS 
QUT A BABE AT THE Time! 


we'll Nor 
SIR DANIEL ‘TIL 
AFTER CARK 


ANN Bur way THEN 
a : KIDNAP ME FROM 
Wy. MISTRESS SEDLEY, \ my Gou0 GUARDIAN 
YE SHOULD SE GRATEFUL | THE LORD FOXHAM?| 

Je Men aN ice MAKE 


YOU A WONDROUS WEAR THIS MALE 
MARRIAGE WITH SOME YW ATTIRE, WHICH ‘ 

RICH LORD OR OTHER...) You KNow IS ag 
HELL HAVE TO BE GRIEVOUS if 


RICH TO PAY ME A \ 
THOUSAND POUNDS apt 
.. i 


WHAT BRINGS 
YE HERE 


AN OATH IS NOTHING. DICK: 
IF LANCASTER IS LOSING, T 
SHALL PLEOGE MYSELF TO. 
YORK! BUT ENOUGH OF THIS, 
WAIT FOR ME, I'M GOING TO 


THESE BE TROUBLESOME 
TIMES, JOAN. 'TIS FOR YOUR 
OWN SAFETY THAT YE MUST 
BE THUS DISGUISED! ANO. 
I_MUST SIT HERE IN 
KETTLEY, FAR FROM my 


OWN HOUSE, TIL I 


HEAR 


WHETHER LANCASTER OR 
YORK IS WINNING THE 
WAR, AND CHOOSE MY 
SIDE "ACCORDINGLY. 


. BUT NOW. SIR DANIEL, 


LAM ANXIOUS FOR 


RETURN TO TUNSTALL, 


Barrie. Tomer Some’ | ag POR THE BATTCE, 
Sousiens on THe way | Cer rr warra Bin ie 
WHO SAY THAT LORD LORD Paani Ss 
RISINGHAM IS SORELY + THEN 
Baebsco ano neeos / AOSING. rms 


YOUR HELP! 


HELP FROM ME! 


TAKE THE ROAD 
BY THE WINDMILL 
TILL YE COME TO 


NOW WHY MAKES ~ E # 
ARO WHY SO oom ‘ B tae d WOULS RATHER 
SECRETLY? , 1 E Bl STAY ANO FIGHT? 


PELIVER IT 
To Sik 
OLIVER 


FOR TUNSTALL. 


PWEWILL SOUND THE TRUMPET VT WILL, SIR fel 
NOW, MY FRIENO. DICK, MOUNT | DANIEL 
THEE THY HORSE AND START 


$000 Luck 
TO YOu, SiR 
DANIEL! 


TeAN! JOAN! (tne yous Lao. W you Fool’ THAT 
WHERE ARE My) cece soueny VW Si Wes woe 
ei J frwase' rsaw 

jreu Her in He STABLE 


Py SELON, TAKE Six 
MEN! JOAN SEOLEY 


MEANWHILE, DICK SHELTON RIDES TOWARD 


= Matis ra 
I WONDER How My YOUNG tee 
ERIEND MASE OUT. THIS 

ROAD'S NOT 


THIS 1S A BETTER DEATH 
THAN DROWNING., AND. 
A QUICKER ONE! 


WHO ARE YOU? AND WHY THIS HASTE 
TO HOLYWOSD THAT CAUSES YOU 
TO FLEE SIR DANIEL? 


eee 1 JACK! Z.1T WOULO SURELY } 
7a OANIELS MEN! GO HARD WITH ME 
> \ i i IF SiR DANIEL KNEW 
7 ¥ eh, I HELPED THIS LAD J 
be FOUND ME N) hig: ESCAPE! 
LED, sh 
; y ‘i 
f 
Ly 


ai) 


2 [ BUT JOHN FENNE IS ON 
I 
fa 


TCU HAVE ‘To LAN ABOVE 


iD YOU 
DANGEROUS 
MAY FIND. 
TING Fi 


KI TAKE YOU ACROSS 
UNWILLINGLY. ELSE My OWN LiFe 
WERE FORFEIT! 


‘TIS JOHN FENNE! 
Y'ARE TOO LAT 

ROGUE! We're 
SAFE ACROSS! 


BLACK ARROW 


/ THEY'VE LOST OUR 
7 SU 


RE, 
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BLACK ARROW 


COME, DICK, LET'S Y' 
SPEEDO To HOLYwooo! }/ Tr 
™ 


Ly 


L CAN'T LEAVE THOSE 
MEN To Cle. GIVE” 
ME THE CROSSBOW! 
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OON'T Leave j 
ME DICK! 


SAVED ME FROM 
PUTTING MY HEAD 
IN THAT NOOSE! 


BLACK ARROW. 
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30, I've Ye WHat Do you want 
RECAPTURED , ? Al ) 
MY PRISONER! TH rt 
- ) 
A x Vo” 
i 


IWe MUST SPEED TO THE 
MOAT-HOUSE AND PREPARE 
com A 


DEFENSE 


AH! THIS 
iS BETTER.. 
SAFER! 


BLACK ARROW 


J R. WITH LANCASTER BEING DOWNED) 
ESS WE MUST MAKE OUR PEACE WITH 
= Wire 7 


/ MI HAVE TO EVADE THOSE 
A ‘ST 5 ROGUES FROM THE 


‘SIR DANIEL IS A 
GREAT LEADER. 
HOW THE 
MEN ARE CHEERED, 
ALREADY! 
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| THAT EVENING, . . sia Sei WHAT'S THIS I HEAR, Dick? 
secs a 6 Me 
‘SIR DANIEL WANTS TO 
|, MASTER RICHARD. LOOK, & 
You KEEP A ze, toon, a 
Yen he Quesnons sou, 


SLIVER ru; 
AtSso. * 


IST SWEAR 
Pe ee Seay 
inee 


BLACK ARROW 


NO ONE HAS, SHOWN 
HIMSELF, SIR! THE 
ARROW CAME FROM 
YONDER TREES! 
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THIS LAD IS WORTH MONEY TO W NAY, Daniel 
IT HE DOTH IRK 


DICK... BY THE 
IF HOLYWOOD, 


TOW TAM CERTAIN 
sit Dawiec KILLED My 

fs Earner ano Sciver 
Feupee Hie oo TaN! 
WE AO KNOWN Tile 


BLACK ARROW 


WHAT IS IT? WHERE 
HAVE YE BEEN, LAO? 
Sos 


f 
a 2 
Aaa 


HEAR! eat, <_c1D susrecT TS THE 

a ae 0 MURDERERS! 

TO KILL YOU... Sun! " =. 
A TONIGHT! 4 ‘ THAT? A + ‘SIR DANIE! 
< WELL, Vr 
READY, FOr 

+f} 
e 
ir if " 


HE SHOUT HAS iY YOU SIMPLETON! 
iD rs = 


Be [s0aN, you've save my 
LIFE AND T HAVE. 
SAVED YOURS: YOU ARE 
THE BEST MAID AND 
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IF WE CAN FIND THAT 
ROOM BELOW FROM WHICH 
ql 


THROGMORTON. SIR. 
DANIEL'S MESSENGER, 
SLIPPED OUT. 


sana OF THE 
kau \ PASSAGE! 


JOAN. 
Quick.y! 
We MUST 


You LL Nor TAK 
(Shar Easn = US 


4uf 


OHH! my 
SHOULOER! 
Y iy ny 


I DARE NOT-TARRy,. 
'Y WOUND TH 


ES i 


SiG OANEL'S 


ress 


NAY LAD, THERE'S x 4 
NTO FIGHT. 


| 
y 
j 


ftv. 


ELLIS, Look You PACK ECL 
WHAT WE FOUND HIS STOR 
IN THE FOREST: is 
{ANDO SOT 
SCAPED! 


} KILLED HIM. IN 
THE VERY ROOM 
HE WOULD HAVE 
MURDERED YOU. 


WE'D BEST GO 
UNSTALL 
SIR 


e 
AFI SIR OANIEL WILL ff ‘) 
NOT HARM HER. < 


MASTER RICHARD 
LEFT THIS FOR Ye, 
‘SIR DANIEL. 


LACK ARROW 


DICK ANDO A NUMBER OF HIS 
FORESTER FRIENOS ARE 
ENT. . TO WATCH SIR 


BY cick! I've BAD 
NEWS FOR YE! 


Sik DANIEL sets OUT Rom) Vere VTRee NiGHTS a 
) They | Ziecaniae = 
ii GO, UP CAME THIS WAY! 


LOOK! SOMEONE 
ELSE Comes! 
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THERE THEY GO, 
LAWLESS. NOW 
FD Like TO HAVE 
A_LOOK INSIDE 
THIS PLACE! 


Psst! 
QUICKLY, THERE 
axe OTHER'S 
WATCHING “THE 
HOUSE BESIDES 

OURSELVES’ 


DICK! COME 


BLACK ARROW 


SOLDIERS! PROBABLY 


t 


AY 
[Rees Kae asi 


ev Y— ‘SOON, DICK'S REENFORCEMENTS ARRIVE 
PREPARING were ust nV were 
FOR AN ENE READY 
“ : Oa 
Apo = eer TeALL Se J HAP. 
Ne mH Dick! 
} ) E Ka 


you GOT 
TIME, MEN. 
IS REAOCY, 
THE Hou: 
THEM wi 


THE KNIGHTS ARE TAKEN SY SURPRISE. 
THE BATTLE IS ON! 


Wes eeey Shine 


Lap Se) Beate many 
we 
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p 4 . . 
Bo You AND your) / HOLD OFF. TELL I [LORD FoxHam! WHAT MEAN YE? 
MEN SURRENOER THEM THAT ZT, CORO ARE YE NOT. 
FOXHAM COMMAND Siz DANIELS 
SURRENDER! BATTLE FOR, MEN? 3 


BOTH OF US! 


TH NOT BE SIR DANIEL'S MEN. SIR, * IF YERE NOT WITH 
Web SETTER ALL OF US LES. THOSE war 


To SHOREBY THAT 
ARMY AFTER US 


TAM JOAN'S GUARDIAN. WE MUST JOIN 
FORCES To RESCUE iS 


IT WiLL MEET 
YOU SOON, 
AGAIN, SIR! 


BLACK ARROW 


WHERE? IN 
THE FOREST? 


ZOUNDS! IT'S NOT A CASTLE 
BUT ON & NIGHT Li 1s 


NAY! WE'LLGO RIGHT 1 
ae) 
GY) Ss AES eesece | 


ce 
NEL W To AS MONKS 

HOME THERE. HE WOULON'T r 4 

RISK THE HOUSE | 1 | 
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THERE! THERE'S JOAN 
WITH ALICIA RISINGHAM ! 


(GREETINGS, | LHOPE NOBODY 
MAID! _JRECOGNIZES ME 
aie 


AN! HOW V WHY. WHY. » DICK 
SHELTON! 


Vucan, WE MUST GET DOWN TO 
SUPPER OR SIR DANIEL WILL 
COME LOOKING FOR YOU 


YOU ARE RIGHT, 
ALICIA! Dick MUST 
COME BACK LATER 


BLACK ARROW 


T Must Sosomemne g 
‘TO PREVENT THIS q 
MARR ROE. : 
Seenaes 
IF ANYTHING CAN BE 


DONE. IT SEEMS 'TWOULD, 
BE HERE. AT THE 
‘CHAPEL! 


ALL NIGHT THROUGH 


‘A PRISONER... 
IN THE 
SHURCH! 
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LOOK! THE 
OUTLAWS! 


if SOME ALONG WITH Us... 
YOu BRIDEGROOM P 
KILLER — 


SEIZE DICK SHELTON! HE's } 
A THE CAUSE OF IT ALL! 


BLACK ARROW 


AWAY WITH HIM! I WILLY SANCTUARY! THIS IS /E CAN HAVE NO CLAIM TO SANCTUARY. 
(EVE ABUSED IT WITHA FOUL DEE! 


WELL 
KNOW, LORD RISINGHAM! 


P TH 
7 2 SO NOT TURN ME OVER To SIR DANIEL ial 
AND Tt WAS THE SAME ARiOy PEES Or Your net SURRENCER TOA Jt 
Pai TRIAL 


WALL RIGHT. MEN, TAKE! 
HIM TO MY HOUSE 
ANC LAWLESS WITH 
HIM 


THIS IS A HIGH- HANDED. 
THING TO DO, LORD 
RISINGHAM! “THE LAD 
#S OBVIOUSLY GUILTY! 


LATER... (N THE PRIVACY OF LORD 
HOME, DICK TELLS HIS STORY 
AND THUS, YE SEE,J I SHOULD LIKE TO HELP 
L HAVE SORE YE, DICK BUT SIR DANIEL 
GRIEVANCES: IS A STRONG ALLY IN OUR 
AGAINST, SIR WAR AGAINST YORK. 
THE LAD 


DANIEL! 
SPEAKS THE 
TRUTH, SIR. 


YE SEE, MY LORD, IT WAS. 
YOUR LANOS SiR DANIEL 
OFFERED To TAKE FOR 
YORK IN ORDER TO MAKE 
HIS PEACE WITH THEM! 


TRAITOR! Hi 
A TRAITOR! 


BACK IN THEIR OWN CLOTHES, Dick ARMED 


WITH A SWORD FROM LORD RISINGHAM, 


THEY FACE FREEDOM 


FAREWELL. LAWLESS! I 
JUST HAVE TIME TO 
GET LORD FOXHAM'S 
MESSAGE TO RICHARD 
CROOKBACK 
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‘SEVERAL MONTHS AGO, My LORD. 
YORK WAS WINNING AND SIR DANIEL WAS, 
FORCED TO HIDE IN HIS OWN MOAT- 
HOUSE, REMEMBER? I TOOK THIS 
NOTE FROM A MESSENGER HE 

SENT WHO WAS KILLED BY THE 


I'M READY, 
MASTER 
BleK? 


T HAVE YE TO THANK FOR 
THIS SHOCKING INFORMATION: 
MASTER SHELTON! YE MAY 
GO FREE, BOTH OF YE. 


LORD RISINGHAM. 
COME: 
LAWLESs! 


HORNS! SO OEEP IN 
THE FOREST. IT CAN 
MEAN BUT ONE THING! 
THERE'S SOMEONE IN 
THE NEED OF HELP! 


BACK ARROW 


THE HORN WAS ANSWERED! OUT OF THE 
MEN 


RacrAne OF <oucearen i 
Ne Sane ee ESR | 

Seine TS ats WiTmeoT 
Ewowine Mt 


Aan 
7 RicHARO am 
CROOK BACK OF 
GLoucesTeR) jm 
WHAT LUCK! f 


THE NIGHT GUARDS FROM THE 
ROAD HAVE RETURNED TO. 
SHOREBY. THE DAY GUARDS 


TAM RICMARD SHELTON T HAVE A 
FEUREHARD SHPLTON FOHAVE A. aes 
PST nic Senet, Bikey TS cua anoe Meee 
My oTaUST UNFORTUNATELY TRE NOTES LNG 
Srraminie SNE SRMATON Banus See 


SIDE. IF YOU STRIKE NOW, 
YE'LL GET FUCL BENEFIT OF 
SURPRISE! 


W THOU ART A wise GET YE A MESSENGER To My} 
) | SOLDIER, RICHARD BROTHER AND TO MY LORO 


‘SHELTON. 
a 
To HORS! 
IMMEDIATELY, 
N\A sie! 
ud 


Say YE. WILL YE 
\ STRIKE NOW? 


BLACK ARROW 


ENTERING THE OUTSKIRTS, THEY 
RECEIVE LITTLE OPPOSITION 


4 


| 
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my 
‘ny 
x 
- 
ey 
3. 
is) 
> 
| o 
rT] 
id 
w 
= 


be 
x 
13 


BLACK ARROW 


TELL ME, SOLOIER SIR CANIEL? HE 
E' ESCAPED With fe 
A SODY GF 
TO THE PEOPLE HORSEMEN! 
WHO WERE HERE? - 


i 
ARI 


> 

Tei 

ee 
\ 


Ri 


SIR DANIEL's PARTY! THEY 
MUST HAVE BEEN AMBUSHE! 
BY OUR ARCHERS! 
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HARK! THERE IS 
THE SIGNAL OF 
MY_MEN. THE 
CAMP IS 
SURROUNDED, 


SURRENDER! 
iy oT YE 
SURROUNDED, 
HATSH. 2 ADVISE 

ye SURRENGER/ | 


BLACK ARROW 


HE BLOWS TO 
HIS AIDES! 


STAND By, MEN! 7 
FIGHT! FIGHT AS 
YE"NEVER 
HAVE Wg 
BEFORE! )} 


f hs 
» Yano you DID Dd 
RESCUE JOAN, 

CICK! ye 

\ y (estoy 
”A 
ws bY \ 


Nr, 
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WELL, HERE WE ARE 
IN HOLYWooD. BUT 
WHY ALL THE LIGHT?! 


THAT'S JUST WHAT I STARTED 
g{ SUT TO DO, BUT THE BATTLE 
s e 


THE FOLLOWING DAWN. 


(To THINK WE'LL Be ES. ER 
Wee Ina Feat SSuRs, 
JOAN, BELOVED, <) 7 
i 
AA l W 


Y 


BLACK ARROW 


/ PRESS NOT YOUR VENGEANCE, DICK 
ZAM OLO ANC BE ET Me 
SEEK SANCTUARY IN_HOLYWooD 
UNTILT CAN ESCAPE THE COUNTRY. 
I BEG YE, LAD. 


ooo. Ye'uL Fe 
SPY NG MORE FN q 
ON MY FRIENDS! Neg 


asinine 
Be 
- HERE LIES THE CLAY OF MINE ¥ 
ENEMY. THE FELLOWSHIP OF 
He BLACK ARNON is exceo ay “Saree 
ERE ‘ Ge ay O&AREST. 
z=) 


ROBERT LOUIS 


STEVENSON 


“TUSITALA «+ TELLER OF TALES” 


N November 13, 1850, in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, Rob- 
ert Louis Stevenson was born. 
The child was weakly and ail- 
ing and no one gave him much 
of a chance to. live; much less 
to become the great spinner of 
romance and adventure stories 
that the world has since ap- 
plauded. Had not his family 
been able to watch over his sickly health 
and take him to the places doctors recom- 
mended for him, he may never have reach- 
ed manhood. So, from his earliest days, 
young Stevenson spent very little time in 
any one locale. 

His father, grandfather, and uncle were 
all celebrated builders of lighthouses. With 
such.an ancestry and a pride in the family 
occupation, it was quite natural that Stev- 
enson was intrigued and in love with the 
sea, 4 

At school, because of his inability to par- 
ticipate in physical activities, Stevenson 
.turned his mind and efforts to the world 
of literature, He enjoyed copying the styles 
of his favorite authors, and started develop- 
ing the manner in which he,can relate, so 
vividly, his highly spirited stories, At six- 
teen, his first published works appeared, a 
story of an historical event, “The Pentland 
Rising.” 

Coupling his frequent travels in the 
search of better health with his love for 
adventure and writing, he turhed out a 
series of essays and novels of adventure 
and travel. His first books, “An Inland 
Voyage” and “Travel with a Donkey in 
the Cevennes” were short stories of travel 
on the Continent of Europe. 

His name as an author didn’t become too 
popular, until his next book, “Treasure 
Island”, appeared, This masterful story of 

> piracy and buried treasures proclaimed his 
talents to the world; and in the years that 
followed, his: complete works required 
twenty-eight volumes to contain, ~ 

Soon followed “Kidnapped”, “Doctor 
Jekyll and Mr, Hyde”, “The Black Arrow”, 
and “The Master of Ballantrae”; all com- 
plete and thrilling novels. 


. He did not confine himself to 
prose, however, but wrote many 
fine verses especially for chil- 
dren, His anthology, “A Child's 
Garden of Verses”, published 
in 1885, is one of the finest col- 
lections of children’s poetry 
ever assembled. 
Finding that European cli- 
mate did not suit his health, he 
travelled to America and eventually set 
up home in California. Here, in the United 
States, he fell in love with an American 
girl and married, 

At the age of thirty-nine, he could no 
longer fight the severity of the northern 
winters, and with his wife and two step- 
children left for the Samoan Island in the 
Pacific Ocean. There, on that beautiful 
tropical island, he continued writing his be- 
loved stories and verse. 

The Samoan natives learned to love the 
man, Robert Louis Stevenson, and the 
stories that flowed from his tireless pen. 
They named him “Tusitala", meaning the 
teller of tales, and treated him and his 
family as if they were gods. 

Sitting in his home, he would often 
spend hours looking at the majestic Mount » 
Vaea jutting high above the island below 
it, On December 3, 1894, he suddenly died. 
Sixty husky Samoan natives carried his 
corpse up the mountain, cutting the brush 
aside as they proceeded upwards with the 
coffin. There, on its highest peak, lies his 
body forever more, No guns are allowed in 
that area, so that “the birds may live there 
undisturbed and raise above his grave the 
songs he loved so well”. 


PIONEERS OF SCIENCE 


JOSEPH PRIESTLEY 
“The Father of Soda Water and Discoverer of Oxygen” 


HE pious parishioners in Leeds, Eng- 

land during the eighteenth century, 
were all disturbed by the rumors circulat+ 
ing that their new minister, Joseph Priest- 
ley, was frequently’a nightly visitor at the 
brewery near his house. What could he 
possibly be doing there, they asked. The 
mystery grew and grew, It still was not 
understood. when one of the brewery work- 
ers explained to a prying neighbor: 

“All ’e does is ‘old a chip o° 

wood in “is ‘and, and a candle 
in the other. 'E lights the chip, 
’e does, and ’e olds it over the 
vat. When the flames goes out, 
*e lights it again and starts all 
over. With no disrespect, mind 
you, there’s those of us who 
thinks 'e’s balmy!” 

In his home, Priestley ex- 
plained his observations to his 
wife. “It’s a strange gas”, he 
said, “which is found near the 
surface of the fermenting vat. 

The candle flame ‘is immediately extin- 
guished by it.” 

This new gas was carbon dioxide. When 
Priestley moved, he found it inconvenient 
to return continually to the brewery; so 
he invented the pneumatic trough. This in- 
vention enabled him collect quantities 
of his “strange, new ai 

By mixing carbon dioxide with water, he 

' found that the result was a pleasant tasting 
drink. This was the first “soda water” ever, 
manufactured and the forerunner of to- 
day's “soda pop”. ‘y 

Science was Priestley’s hobby. He had 
no previous training for his experiments. 
As he pointed out, himself: 

“I have often thought that this circum- 
stance was no disadvantage to me;-as I 
was led to devise an apparatus and proc- 
esses of my own, adapted to my peculiar 
views Whereas, if I had been previously 


esses, I should not thought of any other; 
and without my new modes of operation, 
I should hardly have discovered anything 
materially new.” 

‘The preacher-scientist busied himself 
with a search for new gasses. One day, he 
focused the sun’s rays on a deposit of 
oxide of mercury. Next, he put a lighted 
candle into the gas and was amazed as it 
flared up. Priestley then held a red hot 

wire in the gas and it glared 
more brightly. 

For long months, he wonder- 
ed about this and began other 
experiments. Placing mice in 
vessels containing this new air, 
he found that its life lasted 
twice as long. When he tried 
breathing the new. air himself, 
he found it to be tasteless, 
odorless, and exhilirating. ~ 

“Perhaps”, thought Priestley, 
“my new gas can help people 
with lung trouble.” This experi- 

ment, separating oxygen, made on March 
8, 1775, was a red letter day in the history 
of science. That hope, that oxygen may 
help lung disorders, has been realized 
many, many,times. 

‘Although honored by the Royal Society 
with the Copley medal for his scientific dis- 
coveries, Priestley wanted to be remem- 
bered as a clergyman. He wrote: “How in- 
significant are al] subjects compared to 
those which relate to religion.” 

The name of Priestley, however, will live 
as a scientist who has contributed greatly 
to the comfort and enjoyment of life, The 
oxygen tent, a modern medical miracle, is 
due directly to the work of this small town 
parson, as well as.the other many ways in 
which oxygen is used in commercial and 
medical devices. 

The next time you drink an ice cream 
soda. lift your glass and toast the man who 


accustomed to the usual chemical proc- + made it possible—Joseph Priestley. 
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